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EDITORS PAGE 


Firstly, I modi like to thank contictinawens. Sep aint co-operation in 
getting items to me well ahead of the deadline. By the time the 20th 
arrived, nearly all the typing had ‘already been finished, and I was able to 
head -for Anglesea with "Whirrakee" already in an advanced stage of préparatian.. 


The Wilkinson family enjoyed beautiful sunny weather for the journey to 
Anglesea, which was completed without any mishap to our rather overloaded old 
Austin 1800. One of the more striking things about the trip was the sight of 
nermally bright green Pepper Trees with their whole foliage completely burnt ., 
to russet brown by frost damage. Between Castlemaine and Guildford, virtually 
all the Pepper Trees have been completely frost burnt. Only a very few have 
a slight tinge of green left. They are tough trees, but we wondered whether 
they are tough enough to recover from such severe foliage damage, gsuectalty 
if the drought continues through ‘spring into summer. 


One pleasant aspect of the foe was the splashes of golden yellow of the 
wattles, flowering well despite the drought. Here at Anglesea we have noted 
seven species of wattle in flower so far. Some are also fmund around Bendiga, 
(Acacia pycnantha, A.verniciflua, A.armata), but the other four species 
(A.myrtifolia, A.sophorae, A.suavolens arid A.verticillata) havé a more 
southerly distribution. Acacia sophorae (or A.longifolia var. sophorae’, 
depending on which book you read), aptly called the Coast Wattle, is flewering 
with golden yellow brilliance, and especially so in HS bush on’ whe Ocean Rd., 
on the way to Point Roadknight. a; 


My youngest daughter, Meryl, has become very interested in bird watching, 
and is at that exciting stage where almost every outing brings a new.species 
‘fer her list. Father and daughter shared the experience for the first time 
while albatross watching through binoculars from Point’ Roadknight, when we 
both had our first sighting of a Giant Petrel, sharing the waves with the 
many Black-browed Albatrasses. The next day we saw five Giant Petrels in the 
Same area, including reasonably good views of one in flight fairly close in. 


There may be other natural history highlights from Anglesea to share with 
yeu next month, but I must leave room for the important announcement below. 


* Epic Wilkinson, Editor 


OFFICIAL OPENEING OF SALOMON GULLY FLORA RESERVE: 


The Minister for Lands, Mr. Rod Mackenzie, will efeicially « “open the Salomon 
Gully Flora Reserve to the public at 10.00 a.m. on Sunday» ‘September 12th. 
The opening will be the culmination of the effort putin by this club, 

_ firstly to secure the reservation, and more recently in ‘pubbish removal 
‘and track construction. It is therefore vital that as ei) members as 
possible go along and support the occasion. ; : 


a 


ro wy ere ers vee ee 2h 28 


coe 


BIRD OBSERVERS CLUB BAY TRIP 
by Ray Wallace. 


On August the 15th the Bird-Observers Club held their Port Phillip Bay 
‘trip for 1982. John Hynd and myself journeyed down from Bendigo to join the 
excursion, which left Sorrento Pier on a sunlit winter's day with the Bay 
before us unruffled, calm and inviting. Only 17 species were observed from 
the time the ferry departed at 11 a.m. util it docked back at the pier 
at 4 p.m., but the low quantity was fully compensated by the quality. 


The now almost rit.ualistic visit was paid to the tiny Gannet rookery on 
the Wedge Light, where 36 Australian Gannets (Morus serrator) were busy 
nesting. The ferry actually approached to within one metre of the man-made 
structure and the Gannets, but the birds did not flush. The colony has built 
up to its present numbers from a mere couple of pairs. A fine balance has 
been struck regarding nesting material (almost wholly seaweed). As soon 
as a Gannet would turn its back, a beakful of material would be sneakily 
appropriated by a neighbour. As soon as the kleptomanic neighbour looked 
the other way the aggrieved party would just as surreptitiously purloin 
a Similar amount in return. Four species of Cormorant (the Great, Little 
Pied, Pied and Black-faced) were observed. As the ferry chugged its way 
around the bay a large number of Silver Gulls travelled in its wake. 


Towards mid-afternoon the bird of the day was sighted, the Black- 
browed Albatross. First seen from a distance of many hundred metres, 
eventually the ferry approached to within 20 odd metres before the bird 
paddled out of the water, somewhat like a Swan, and took flight. The 
distinctive white underwing, patterned with Necad black margins then became 
apparent. The Black-browed Albatross (Diomedea melanophris) we observed 
was of the sub-species melanophris which breeds on the sub-Antarctic islands. 
The other sub-species impavida is very distinctive iti appearance, and 
breeds on Campbell and Antipodes Islands in the New Zealand region, it also 
appears in Australian seas. One of the smaller Albatrosses of the 
Mollymawk group, the Black-browed nevertheless has a wingspan of 2.33 metres, 
The Black-browed Albatross has a pure white head and body with black wings 

-and back, and as Pizzey states, "the small black brow over the eye gives 

a beetle-browed look", The tail is white at the base shading to a beautiful 
tone of grey. The beak to me was a breath of sunset, a clear yellow with 

_a delicate shading of reddish-pink at the end. As if being approached to 
within 20 metres was not enough, when the bird took off in flight it was 
merely to circle around the ferry and settle in its wake about 4 or 5 metres 
from the stern, vigorously contesting for scraps with the Silver Gulls 

The Biscicbreied Albatross is the commonest of the 9 Australian saaares of 
‘Albatross to visit South Australian waters. Talking to Mike Carter and Ken 
Simpson I was interested to learn that one of the prime feeding attractions 
in the Bay for Albatross species is Cuttlefish (Amplisepia apama). 

The bird followed the wake (of the ferry for at least 15 minutes before 
departing. - , 


Little Penguins were glimpsed often throughout the day , and at the 
Chinaman's H.at everyone had a clear view of Australian Fur Seals 
(Arctocephalus pusillus). Distant sightings were had” ‘also of the Southern 
Giant Petrel (Macronéctes giganteus). This was a specimen of the dark phase, 
and was a very dark specimen indeed, almost black. Other species observed 
. were:- Australian Pelican; Straw-necked Ibi, Sacred Ibis, Sooty § Pied 
Oystercatchers, Crested Terns, Skylark (flying manfully across the bay) and 
Welcome Swallow. I have advocated this outing before as a club excursion and 
on the occasions I've attended have always found it a rewarding day, both 
ornithologically and socially. 


THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO: AND DISTRICT 
-. PART 4 CALADENTAS 


(THE SPECIES WITH SHORT FLORAL SEGMENTS) 
by Bob Allen and Tom Patullo 
Of all the many Terrestrial orchids of Victoria, the best known would 


- probably be the, Caladenias, mainly because of the spider-orchids which 
belong to this group. They. are loved by children and’adults alike. In the 


.,-Bendigo district the family is well represented, and the several species 


flower freely from early spring to late summer. 


The Caladenias can be divided into two groups. Those which have short 
‘floral sepments (described in this article) and those which have long 


TS ‘floral segments (the spider orchids which will be described later. ) All 
0 rege the Caladenias have only one basal leaf, which is often covered with fine 


hairs, particularly the spiders which have very hairy stems also. The name 
Caladenia is derived from the Greek - KALOS,; meaning beautiful, and ADEN - 
a gland, and refers to the upper surface of the tongue or labellum. This 


ee appendage is adorned with either stalked or sessile protuberences known as 


.Calli. The position and shape of these calli, whether they be grape like, 


... finger-like, or packed together, and the number of rows, all have a big say 


in distinguishing which Caladenia is which. Orchids are among the most 
_-highly developed of the monocotyledonous plants, and some of the methods 
-used to ensure pollination are quite remarkable. In this article we are 
dealing with the Caladenias with short floral segments, so will leave the 
‘explanation of NE por neon method till we are describing the spider 
orchids. 


The short, floral segmented Caladenias o*. ‘Bendigo. 


Caladenia caerulea Blue Caladenia | 

(A sky-blue orchid with beautiful glands.) | 

This is our first Caladenia to flower, although followed very closely by 
pink fingers. The-stem is slender, reddish and from three to six inches high. 
The leaf is narrow and smooth, and never erect. The flower is solitary with 
various shades of blue, with darker blue stripes on the labellum, which is 
on a moveable hinge. The labellum has. two rows of distinctive yellowish- 
white stalked glands, running towards the centre of the flower. The side 
lobes are broad and rounded and the flower segments are short and spreading. 
-The beautiful blue.of this orchid stands out from quite a distance, and 
although I have read reports of occasional white forms, I have not yet seen 
any. 


It is fairly common throughout our district, hav’»> been observed at One 
Tree Hill, Sedgwick, Strathfieldsaye, Whipstick, Wellsford forest, and 

many other places, They may be found flowering in late winter and early 
spring: in large numbers, often in association with C. carnea (Pink fingers). 
One wonders how they can force their way up through the hard stony ground 
“in our district. ; . 


Caladenia carnea Pink-fingers 

(A flesh Coloured orchid with beautiful glands) 

Pink fingers is probably the most extensively ranging, and: perhaps the most 
variable of the Caladenia species. Certainly it is wide spread in our 
district, and*is often found flowering with the Blue Caladenia. It is found 
“in all states of Australia heey Western Australia. 


ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT continued. 


The Bendigo form is solitary, sometimes scented, any shade from deep 
pink to almost white, and on a thin stem anything up to six inches high. 
At Mt. Ida, however, specimens have often been observed with three flowers 
on a ten inch stem. There is in Victoria a variety gigantea, growing up to 
twenty inches, and a variety pygmaea with tiny flowers on short stems 
growing in clusters. 


W.H.Nicholls states that, "The flowers of several forms of Caladenia 
carnea diffuse their surroundings with a strong musk like scent. So 
powerful is this under certain weather conditions that one form in particular, 
diffusing its scent at night and apparently a moth-pollinating form, must 
be included among the most strongly scented orchids we have." 
The leaf is hairy and erect, as opposed to the Blue Caladenia which has a 
leaf that is never erect. The labellum is barred with dark-red and is 
semi sessile, and usually has two rows of stalked calli. 


This widespread orchid flowers in early spring, and although they 
and the Blue Caladenias are small and insignificant compared with some of 
the other Bendigo orchids, they are always a welcome sight for the orchid 
lover, i 


Caladenia deformis Bluebeard Caladenia 

deformis - mis-shapen. (Probably referring to the fixed labellum) 

The Bluebeard Caladenia has a similar wide distribution in Victoria as 
Pink-fingers. It is found in all Australian states except Queensland. It is 
a slightly hairy species, from three to seven inches high, with a long and 
narrow upright leaf. The whole flower is dark blue and solitary. There have 
been reports of various colour forms such as white, pink, and even yellow, 
but none of these have been seen in our district. The floral segments are 
all similar in shape and size. The labellum is very obscurely three lobed, 
and fixed, which makes it erect and so unable to drop down when an insect 
lands on the fringed top end. Most of the labellums of Caladenias are 
covered with calli, but in the case of C.deformis it is only this recurved 
top end that is covered with densely massed calli in four to six rows, giving 
it a very hairy or shaggy appearance. C.deformis often grows in clumps 

as if a number of seeds have germinated together. 


There is a rare Caladenia known as C. tutelata that has been reported 
from Black Hill and Blackwood in South Australia, from Bulladelah and 
Barrington-Tops in New South Wales, and from the Casterton district and Point 
Lonsdale in Victoria. Dr. Willis tells us that this orchid superficially 
resembles Glossodia major with which it is. associated in the field, and 
believes that it constitutes a natural hybrid between Glossodia major and 
Caladenia deformis. Now as we have both of these orchids in our district let 
us keep a close watch this flowering season in case we have Caladenia tutelata 
here also. The Bluebeard Caladenia flowers in the September-October period 
and has been seen at Inglewood, Sugarloaf Range, Maldon, Mt.Ida, Bluejacket 
‘Reservoir in the Whipstick, Castlemaine and One Tree Hill. 


Caladenia congesta Black-tongued Caladenia 

congesta - crowded. Referring to the congested, tightly packed calli. 

The stem of this orchid is slender, slightly hairy and glandular and up to 
twelve inches high. The flowers are from one to three and a bright pink, 
being about three quarters of an inch long, narrow, and stiff in appearance. 
The leaf is narrow and smooth, up to five inches long. The dorsal sepal is 
shorter than the other floral segments, being about half an inch long, 
concave and curved in over the column. 


6. 


THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT continued. 


The labellum is narvow on a clew, the basal part crect against the colum, 

and then cui-ved forward. It is trilobed, and the middle lobe is densely 
covered with dark-cwiinson glancs. The colamn is only about a quarter of an 
inch high and widely winged wita pink markings. 

This orchid flowers in the late spring and ow? only record to date is one 
reported to ms by THE LATE FRED TAYLOR.,cad is recorded in Cliff 
Beaugleholes latest report of whe plaucs in the "North Central area of 
Victoria". The loc:-tion was froin Woodbrook. The drawings by Nicholls in his 
book "Orchids of Australia" show a very pre*ty orchid, one which we should try 
to locate in the coming late spring.. 


Caladenia angustati: Musky Caladenia 

This is a rather common orchid e>ound Bendigo, vsually sheltering under trees. 
It possesses a Strong musky scont at times. The stem is slender, averaging 
in our district about six to ten inches. The leaf is slightly hairy, about 
six inches long and narrow. The flowers are usi lly one to three, but some- 
times up to four or five. The floral segments are bronzy-brown to purplish, 
with glandular hairs on their outside surface, contrasting with a white, 
cream or pinkish smooth inner side. The dorsal sepal is inarched, forming 
a hood over the narrowly winwed column. The labellum is pale coloured, with 
a recurved lip which is purple-tipped end often spotted or blotched with 
reddish purple. Its suzfece calli are in fow: vows. The colimn:is on a 
moveable hinge. The Musky Caladenia flowers in the springtime, and is 
widespread throughout the district. 


One method of distinguishing between Caladenia angustata and C.cuccullata 
(described below) is as follows:- sys 
C.angustata The column is not conspicvovsly bent forward and the surface 
of the labellum is smooth or moré om less granular. 
~C.cucullata The colum and “he dovsal sepal are both very conspicuously 
bent forward and the susfacs of the lebellun is minutely scabrous-denticulate 
(rough to the touch and finely toothed). 


Caladenia cuculiata Hooded Caladenia 

This is a slender, wiry stemmed plant from four to ten inches high. The leaf 

is narrow, sparsely hairy and from four to eight inches long. There are from 
one to five flowers, white with greenish-brow markings. The perianth 

segments are as’ above and are widely spread, with the lateral sepals often 
broader, especially tcewards-the tip. Ths colum is widely winged, red 
“spotted, and abruptly bent Sozward in the top portion, The dorsal sepal is 

much curved over the erched colum and marked with green on the back. The 
labellum has a flat appearance and is trilobed. The sides are spotted with 
pink, the mid lobe broad, the tip acute; wholly deep purple-mauve. The calli 
are in four vegul-r vows, the basal’ calli yellow headed, the intermediate 

calli deep- pezple cy mauve, and the anterior ones varying in colour, being ae 
either purple, pink, or white, crowded and sessile, extending almost to the a 
apex. The mid lobe of the labellum (including the finger-like teeth) is ‘Sat 
purplish. The Hoode? Caladenia can essily be confused with the Musky Caladenig, 
especially as they osreen ee togetner. That is the reason why we have qi - 
delved rather deeply into their pavts, hoping that it may help to sort them §« 
out next October and | ee tae 
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ORCHID FACTS No. 4 
AUSTRALIAS SMALLEST ORCHID 


Australias smallest orchid belongs to the genus Bulbophyilum, 
with about 1,000 species found in tropical and southern regions of 
America, Africa and Asia, and extending through Malaysia to New Guinea, 
Australia and New Zealand. There are about twenty species in Australia 
where they are most numerous in the eastern tropical region. 


There are many small orchids in this group, but the smallest of 
all would be (as its specific name would suggest) Bulbophyllum 
minutissimum. These tiny epiphytic orchids have rhizomes which enable 
them to creep on the bark of trees. The rhizomes are usually covered 
with thin sheathing scales. The leaves are solitary or two together 
on small pseudobulbs. The flewer pediceis issue, like the pseudobulbs, 
from the axils of the sheathing scales. The orbicular, flattened, 
pseudobulbs of B.minutissima are only one to one and a half millimetres 
in diameter, bearing at the apex a tiny leaf about one millimetre long. 
The flowers are very tiny, having an even smaller diameter than the 
pseudobulbs. They are rosy red, and to study the individual parts of 
these flowers, a very powerful magnifying glass would be needed. 

If these little orchids were to grow singly, they would probably never 
be seen, but their habit is to grow in clumps with large numbers of 

the pseudobulbs joined like strings of beads. They grow on the branches 
and trunks of trees, or on rocks. 


The species was discovered by Archdeacon King in 1849, at a spot 
which is now near the centre of the city of Sydney. It flowers in 
October and November, and grows in south eastern Queensland; and 
eastern New South Wales, as far south as Kiama, on the coast and near 
coastal ranges. ; 


FROM "ORCHIDS OF AUSTRALIA" by W.H.NICHOLLS. 


ate ata afta aha ata ala ata ala ate ala ala ale 
WW WWW 


. Orchids to look for in September 


In a year of normal rainfall, September would be a month of numerous 
Orchids in flower both in species and specimens. This year with the dry 
autumn and winter may well be a poor year. However, we can still look 
for the following Orchids. 


Acianthus reniformis Glossodia major 
Caladenia angustata Microtis unifolia 
U caerulea Y parviflora 
" cornea \ Prasophyllum odoratum 
ul cucullata Pterostylis nana 
Me deformis ue “nutans 
filamentosa ih cycnocephala 
" and var.tentaculata u - longifolia 
Corybas diemenicus i! mutica 
Diuris maculata u rufa 
Diuris punctata and Thelymitra antennifera 


U " var,longissima Prasophyllum patens 


g, 


Mrs Margaret A. Watts 
P,O.Box 2, 
Inglewood, 3517, 
25/7/82 

Mr Eric Wilkinson, 

The Editor, "Whirrakee", 


Dear Eric, 

I would like to congratulate Bob Allen and Tom Patullo on their 
most readable and informative series of articles on the Orchids of the 
Bendigo district. My husband, Fred, and I take a great interest in orchids, 
but had no idea so many occurred around Bendigo. I can see we shall have 
to make a few trips in search of some of the rarer ones. 


Perhaps the authors would care to add several more orchids that 
we know of around Inglewood, to their list. They are, as follows:- 


Caladenia pallida, in forest on the Brenanah Rd. 
Caladenia latifolia, at Wehla. ; 
Prasophyllum brainei, at Goldsborough, near Dunolly. 
Pterostylis setifera (formerly mitchelli), Inglewood. 
Chiloglottis trapeziformis, near Mt. Kooyoora. 


The last-named orchid was found by Mrs Mavis Needs several years ago and- 
unfortunately the only colony we've been able to locate is situated on a 
privately-owned bush block. 


Of the orchids discussed in July "Whirrakee" Acianthus reniformis 
is quite widespread around Inglewood but we have only found A. exsertus in 
one place at Melville Caves and have never seen A.candatus around here. 
Corybas diemenicus occurs in quite a few places in the Melville Caves 
forest and of course, Eriochilus cucullatus is quite widespread around here, 
given sufficient late summer-early autum rain. 


Looking forward to the continuing series of articles in months 
to come. 


I remain 
Yours sincerely, 
Margaret A. Watts. 


P.S. I must apologise for failing to include Prasophyllum despectans, 
the Sharp Midge-orchid, in my list of Inglewood orchids above, It occurs 
quite frequently in the mallee especially in patches of golden pennants. 
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THE HELMETS REVISITED 
| 3 by Tom Patullo 

After a lapse of perhaps ten years, on August 15th my wife and I 
and a friend took a run out to South Mandurang., As August is the month for 
the Helmet Orchids to flower, we wondered if the dry autumn and winter 


had retarded their flowering. Such proved to be the case, as there were 
plenty of basal leaves about, but none were in flower as yet. 


_There were a few nodding greenhoods about, and plenty of spider 
orchid basal leaves. Glossodia basal leaves were also plentiful. 


10, 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN 
by Tom Patullo. 


And the. Golden Wattles bloomed! After an extremely dry autumn and 
winter, in the second week of August, our bush has suddenly turned to gold. 
Long have we waited for the winter wattles to bloom, usvally out in the 
middle of July, but today, the twelfth of August, after thirty points of 
rain, we have seven species in flower. The Grey Thrush is more vocal, and 
the Oriole called, while in the distance "Dick, Dick the devil" is heard 
(the Crested Bellbird). Could be spring is nigh. 

The seven species of Wattle are:- : 
Acacia. ausfeldii, A.podalyriaefolia, eevenentia A.vetinodes, A.flexifolia, 
A.genistifolia and A.baileyana. : 


More on growing Sturts Desert Pea 

From Lorna and Leon Ruedin comes news of a remarkably successful growing of 
Clianthus formosa, Sturt Desert.Pea. A black and white illustration of 
part of Lorna's plant appears on the front cover of this issue of "Whirrakee”. 
At Leon's invitation I was able to view these beautiful specimens. The plant 
grown by Lorna, part of which is shown in the picture, would have been over 
three feet high with horizontal runners at least ten feet across. The photo 
shows a portion of the horizontal runners and on a coun: there are between 
thirty and fourty flower heads, with six flowers on each. This pattern was 
repeated over the complete plant. Thus we can gain some idea of what a 
beautiful sight it was, with the bright red flowers anc the giossy black 
boss in each. The plant was grown in a fourty gallon drum sunk in the ground 
and only watered down the outside of the drum, which had been perforated 

to allow’ the moisture in. 


ier tells me that he used sandy, buckshot nee soil, with very little 
humus, The seeds were planted, (not soaked) in October in the position where 
they were to grow. They germinated in one week, De eee not move for about 
six weeks, but they then grew on rapidly. The severe frosts cut them down 
while they were still in full flower. However by Cigna every night he 
has managed to save one plant which looks like being pe Testes and he hopes 
may flower again next year. 


The experiment I carried out on the growing of the Desert Pea, explained 
in "Whirrakee" Vol.3,; No.3, was reasonably successful, having at times as 
many as fifteen flower heads open at a time, but this was not nearly as 
successful as Leon's effort. Perhaps the deep topsoil that Leon has on the 
old créék flats could have a bearing on his wonderful success in growing 


+ the Desert Pea. 
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Some further notes on Taine Compost 


Since having access to a mechanical shredder, | ‘my ideas on making eacden 
compost have changed dramatically. For some time I had been saving material 
such as summer flowering annuals, green weeds from the garden, gum leaves 
vaked up from under our Ironbarks, Chinese Scrub, cow maiure, last years 
tomato plants, a couple of old bales of straw, Bogie tree prunings, and : 
any other compostable material which came to hand, all stacked in separate 


heaps. In five hours shredding, and by feeding from different heaps in 


' votation, I finished with a huge heap of well mixed composting or mulching 
material the consistency of course chaff. 


aLak,, 
IN A NATIVE GARDEN continued 


To complete the composting I build heaps by putting layer for layer of 
shredded material and soil, adding moisture by a sprinkle with the hose 
as the heap is built. In a fortnight to three weeks I find that I have 
good enriched soil for use on the garden, instead of having to wait up 
to six months by the old method. I can also now make my own finely pulverised 
cow manure for feeding our pot plants, such as Fuchsias, Camellias etc. 


New Native Plants. 

I am pleased to notice that Kevin Heinz appears to be using more native 
plants in his T.V. session of late. In the past two weeks he has named some 
very desirable species. Grevillea "Sandra Gordon'', which I dealt with in 
July "Whirrakee" was shown in flower, in beautiful colour and it looks a 
beauty. However I think it is a little frost tender, so if you are thinking 
of trying one, select a spot well protected from the frosts. "The Happy 
Wanderer", a selected form of Hardenbergia violacea, is a good one. 

The specimen I planted has reached the top of a ten foot grey box in one 
Season. At the moment it is in full flower, and is a picture. Another one 
mentioned was Thryptomene baeckeacea, a good form of Thryptomene. Acacia 
venulosa looked like a good winter flowering wattle, while a new one to me 
was Conostylis bealiana, which looked a nice specimen for rock garden or 
container. 


In our garden ; 


Some recent additions to our garden are, a hybrid Grevillea "Red Dragon"with 
brilliant red flowers and truly variegated foliage. A beautiful Leschenaultia 
formosa is the form "Scarlet O'Hara'!, planted the autumn before last, 

It flowered last winter but the bush was extremely leggy, with scanty 
flowers. After flowering I pruned it severely, with the result that this 
year. it is a picture. The bush really thickened up and is now covered with 
brilliant rusty red flowers. The current issue of the Magazine, "Your Garden! 
suggests that Leschenaultias are good plants for hanging baskets. Another 
Grevillea is the Canberra form of Grev. rosmarinifolia a small, rounded, 
fine-leafed bush to eighteen inches high, with masses of pink clumps of 
flowers. ; 


Over the last few weeks our garden has been taken over by a family of White 
Browed Babblers, whose sole occupation appears to be furiously building 
communal nests. Already there are four of these huge, wutidy structures. 
One wonders where they obtain all the material to build then. 


And out of the bush, into our garden, strutted a Peacock, 
"Never a dull moment" at our place! 


SALOMON GULLY FLORA RESERVE 


Prior to the official opening of the Salomon 
Sunday 12th September there will be a final working-bee in the res 

to give it a last “once-over". The main task will probably be ecten 
collecting. Meet at 1.00 p.m. on Sat. lith Sept. in the ae ark aee 

pact cpecngocrect sy @orine dhessian) on plastic Hees aanticnics ea ee 


Gully Flora Reserve on 
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BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR AUGUST 982 _ 

“Many ‘Club mennane who usually go the Bird Group meetings did not come to the 
. August meeting, either because they were sick with the flu, or away on 
holidays. The number of observations reported was thus fewer than normal. 


One Néw Holland Honeyéater was séen at the Flora Hill B.C.A.E., feeding in a 
flowering “grévillea (2lst July), and another has been seen in the Spring 

Gully area over the last two months. The scientific name for the New Holland 
Honeyeater is Phylidoryris novachoilandiae which comes from the Greek 
philos- meaning loving and hedoné meaning pleasure and novaehollandiae 
meaning of New Holland. 


From Marnie Road came a report of White-winged Choughs =esting in an 

Ironbark tree. These birds started to build their nest in mid June and by the 
5th August were sitting, presumably on eggs. It is interesting to note that 
the scientific name for this bird, Corcorax melanorhamphus, means black-billed 
crow op raven, 


From ‘the Huntly-Miliwood Dam Road area a flock of fi~e Grey-crowned Babblers 
was seen on ith July. The birds. were seen in ee rae vegetation, of grey 
box and yellow box, and in adjacent paddocks. 


Several. Spotted Crakes were seen at May Swamp on both 26th and 28th July. 
The birds were seen on the open mud, up to pee number, Buss ebyys because 
of the low water level. 


Mr. Flentje and Mr. Burgess reported hearing. spotted Nightjars in the Bendigo 
area. On 17th May three birds were seen in the air at dusk, and a juvenile 
was heard calling. On 14th June three birds were seen in the air anda 
juvenile heard calling, On 1st July a juvenile was heard calling and on 

16th July two calls were heard from the ove locality (adult birds). 

Finaliy on the 26th July Spotted Nightjars were heard oping. eet from 
three separate localities. 


ILS}. 
PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR THE 1981/82 CLUB YEAR 
by Chris Bunn. 


In September the Club year finishes. Although my time as president has 
been enjoyable I am looking forward to retiring from the chair. However 
unlike many organizations, the Bendigo Field Nats is a strong club, because 
of the many people who help in various ways, making the life of President 
so much easier. 


‘In particular I should like to thank Ian McBean, who retired earlier 
this year, for being such an efficient and professional secretary; 
John Lindner for organizing a diverse program of speakers and excursions; 
Eric Wilkinson, and his production team of the Hills, Patullos and all 
the contributors to the '"Whirrakee"; Lorna and all the women helpers who 
assist with the suppers at club nights and Leon for bringing along and 
operating the slide projector, It has also been a pleasure working with 
such a hard working, if at times ‘unruly, committee. 


During the year we have improved our membership records and mailing 
lists, as well as tidying up the library. Apart from normal club functions, 
we hosted the W.V.F.N.C.A, in April and the V.F.N.C.A. in August. 


Our experimental long term campout at Big Billy Bore in the Big Desert 
was a success, and I look forward to the club undertaking similar ventures 
in the future. 


The club has been involved in a number of conservation issues, the most 
satisfying being the completion of the Salomon Gully Flora Reserve, (Boyd St), 
Worth noting were the well attended working bees organized by John Lindner. 


Finally, may I thank all club members for their friendly fellowship 
in our mutual study and enjoyment of the natural environment. The study 7* 
natural history is like doing a post-mortem of a whale with a pen knife - 
one can never imagine the end in sight. 


PRESENTING A GEM FESTIVAL BY BENDIGO GEM CLUB llth & 12th September 


Exhibition of Gemstones, Minerals & Jewellery. 
Bendigo City Hall llth Sept. 11.30 am - 3 pm 
12th Sept. 10.00 am - 5 pm 
ADULTS $1.50, FAMILY $3.00, STUDENTS & PENSIONERS 80c 


Adult entry ticket entitles you toa FREE gemstone to make into jewellery 
while you wait. Chains, keyrings, book-marks available at mod. cost. 


Gold panning, detecting, wild-flowers, on guided field trip to Whipstick 
leaving exhibition 3 pm Sat. and 2 pm Sun. Bring goldpans, detectors, 
cameras if available. 


Light Refreshments Home made cakes & sandwiches available at all times. 
Also Saturday evening meal and Sunday luncheon. 


Demonstrations and stalls. Plants, pottery, music, enamelling, glass-blowing 
eet he ee 
oil paintings, to name a few! 
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COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT FOR AUGUST 


The August Committee Meeting was held on the 16th at Eric Wilkinson's home. 


‘For the August V.F.N.C.A, Campout (28-29 August) it was decided to ask 


. for donations from visitors to help defray expenses to the club. 


The booklet "Eucalypts of Bendigo" is to be offset printed, in a folded 
foolscap centre stapled format. On the basis of an estimate from 
Harrison Print, it was decided to print 500 copies to a maximum cost 
of $300. The booklet will be sold at close to cost to members , and a 
higher price charged for outside sales. 


A secondhand Gestetner duplicator has been purchased for $325. from 
Blue Line Office Supplies. 


Vandalism was reported as occursing at Salomons Gully. A final working 
bee, before the opening, will be held on Saturday Sept. lith. 


Letter received from the Planning Appeals Board - re J.C.Clay appeal 

in Melbourne on 19th August, concerning CA 13, Section 15, Bagshot North. 
This .was a block the club gave a priority rating for purchase in 1972. 

As the date for us to be represented had already closed by the time of 


‘receipt of the lett > our comments are being incorporated into the 


submission by the Ministry of Conservation. The main conservation 
interest with this block is the fine stand of Kamarooka Mallee. 


The committee accepted with regret Will Burgess" resignation as club 
librarian. 


Subscriptions for the '82-'83 year have been set at:- 
Family $13. Single $9. Jdunior/Pensioner $6. 
A provision for conations wili be shown on the renewal notice. 


PUBLICATIONS - RECEIVED 


ODADUEWNP 


Maryborough F.2.C. Neneieatens VYol.31, No. 1; Feb-July '82 
World Wildlife Fund Australia Newsletter, No.11, Autumn '82 
World Wildlife Fund Australia Conservation Programme '82 
Native Plants Preservation Society Newsletter No.48, July '82 
Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion Newsheet AUC Zama 

The Green Pages - A.C.F. Directory of Environmental Groups - 
The Fund for Animals Newsletter Vol.2, No.5, July 82 
The Fund : or Animals Technical Bulletin No.4, AUB. ee Sat? nits 
A.C.F. Newsletter, Vol.14 No.7, Aug. 82 

Habitat, Vol.10, No.4, Aug.82 aw 
Vietonied Naturalist Vol.99, No.4, July-Aug. 82.0.7" 
Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter, No. 196, Aug. 82 

Austvalian Wildlife Research, Vol.9, No.2, 1982 

The Bird Observer, No. 607, Aug. 82. 
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DALYENONG FLORA RESERVE 
Bird Observers Group Campout 
(A11 Sins members welcome) 


DATE Weekend 25-26th September. 
You can travel over either on Friday evening or Saturday morning. The 
campsite will be selected and marked Friday. 


TRAVEL Marong, Newbridge, Tarnagulla, foliagul, Bealiba, Archdale. 
Distance 75 km from Bendigo. From Archdale, proceed 9.5 km north-west on 
the road to Carapooge and St.Arnaud. You will then turn sharply right, and 
proceed north-east to the campsite. Our own sign cards and red tape 
(accursed though it is) will mark the way to the exact spot. 


FACILITIES Pit toilet with discreet a la mode canvas cover will be 
provided. Bring your ow water for both drinking and washing. 

We may be lucky to have access to a dam for washing water, but even that may 
be in doubt in view of the dry season. 


ACTIVITIES The proposed Dalyenong Flora Reserve is a . unique and beautiful 
area. We shall. attempt to.make.annotated.lists of both flona and birds, in 
order to at least make a start in compiling information on the area, and 
provide a bench mark for subsequent visits. Everybody can learn something 
and everybody can contribute something. 


PLEASE NOTIFY John Lindner ( 46 7132 ) if you will be coming. | 


LITTLE DESERT TRIP 


DATE Friday 22 - Sunday 24 October. Some people are fortunate enough to 
have a holiday on Bendigo Show Day (Friday 22nd). You can choose when you 
wish to travel.to. the Little Desert,, ranging from Thursday night to 
Saturday morning. 


TRAVEL Bendig ZO, Marong, aeeeailiets Seideewi, logan’, St. Arnaud, eee 
Highway to Horsham, ;Western Highway to Dimboola, then on to Kiata 15 km 
past Dimboola. TowAl distance to Kiata, 273 km. 

From Kiata proceed south on a sealed road to the camping ground. There is 
also a picnic area only along this road, but hopefully the separate camping 
area will be sign posted. To get to it, you will have to turn south off the 
road from Kiata, and then go east. If the way is difficult to find, our 

own sign cards will be erected. 


FACILITIES Fireplaces, tables and pit toilets are supplied. The water supply 
is limited so bring some of your own, 


ATTRACTIONS Little Desert heathland with plenty of wildflowers (hopefully) 
Birdwatching. Good walking tracks. Two nature walks are located in the 
vicinity of the camping ground. These may serve as a good introduction to 
the area. 


PLEASE NOTIFY John Lindner (46 7132) if you will be coming. 
Tt would be appreciated if the time of your expected arrival was known. 
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WESTERN VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION CAMP OUT 
23rd & 24th OCTOBER 1982 


HOST CLUB - CRESWICK - VENUE - CRESWICK - CLUNES 
PROGRAM 
SATURDAY - 1 p.m. Assemble Clunes Town Hall, 


1.30 p.m. Depart for Mt. Beckwith 
5.00 p.m.. Return to Clunes Town Hall for Tea. 
Hot water, tea, milk, sugar available. 
6.30 p.m. Delegates Meeting. 
Annual Meeting. 
Election of Officers. 
General Meeting. 
8.00 p.m. Guest Speaker - Mr. Barry Golding. 
Subject - "Where Homes are Hollow." 
Supper, 
SUNDAY - 9.30 a.m. Assemble at Coopers Reserve, Albert St.Creswick. 
Opposite Bowling Green. Tour Creswick Forest Area. 
Details later. Hot water etc. available Lunch time. 
Depart 4 p.m. 
ACCOMMODATION -- 
Clunes Motel Talbot Rd. Clunes 053-45 3092 
Club Hotel, Fraser St. Clunes 45 3250 
National Hotel Fraser St. Clunes. 45 3203 
Caravan Park Clunes 45 3278 
Creswick Motel. Cnr Cushing Ave.Midland Hwy. 45 2400 
Caravan Park Cushing Ave. Creswick 45 2132 
American Hotel Albert St. Creswick 
2 single, 1 double only. 45 2510 
British Hotel, 45 Albert St. Creswick 
Accom. for 7. 45 2030 


As the South St. Competitions will be on, it would be advisable to book early. 
President. H.Barclay, , 34 Raglan St. Creswick. 3363. Ph. 053 45 2191. 
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MEETINGS 
September 8th 


October 13th 


November 10th 


EXCURSIONS 
Sun.Sept.12th 


W/E Sept.25-26th 


Sun.Oct. 3rd 


L.W/E Oct.22-2uth 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Oct. 1st 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
ee 


Thurs.Sept.16th 


COMMITTEE MEETING 


Mon. Sept. 20th 


- DIARY - 


Annual General Meeting 
Presidential Address by Chris Bunn 
"A worm's eye view of history" 


Speaker: Tan McCann, Stawell F.N.C. 
Subject: The Grampians 


Speaken: Graham Hill 
Subject: Mammals of the Bendigo area, and activities 
of the Mammal Survey Group. 


Official openeing of the Salomon Gully Flora Reserve, 
Bendigo, by the Misister of Lands, Mr R.Mackenzie, 
at 10.00 a.m. 


Bird Observers Group Camp at Dalyenong Flora Reserve 
Leader: John Lindner (see p.j5 for details) 


Fryers Ridge wildflowers 
Leader: Ern Perkins, Castlemaine F.N.C. 
Pull day excursion. Meet at Havlin St. at 10.00 a.m. 


Little Desert Campout 
Leader: John Lindner (see p.15 for details) 


7.30 p.m. Dept. of Agriculture, Epsom. 
Bird of the Night: Grey-crowned Babbler 


8.0 p.m. at Berry Vardy's home, Rocky Rises Rd., 
Maiden Gully. Annual Meeting. Discussion of planned 
bat survey programme. 


Rob and Glen Moors' home, Sedgwick 


